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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1895. 


The  area  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Failsworth  is  1,073  statute  acres, 
and  the  population  enumerated  in  the  census  of  1891  was  10,425. 

The  estimated  population  up  to  the  end  of  1895  was  11,425.  The  vital 
statistics  for  the  year  have  been  calculated  on  a population  of  11,175. 


Vital  Statistics.  The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  252. 

Deaths.  136  Males,  and  116  Females,  giving  a Death  Rate  of  22-55  per  1,000  per 

annum.  74  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  in  Infants  under  one  year,  giving 
an  Infant  Mortality  of  6-6  per  1,000  per  annum. 

The  rate  of  Infant  deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births  was  2o6‘i2. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  was  43,  under  15  years  there 
were  12  deaths,  under  25  years  there  were  11  deaths,  under  65  years  there  were  67 
deaths,  and  45  were  over  65  years. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  previous  year  of  1894  was 
17 1,  giving  a death  rate  of  15-6  per  1,000  per  annum,  and  in  the  year  1893  there 
were  236  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  21-6  per  1,000  per  annum. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  359,  180  males 

and  179  females,  giving  a birth  rate  of  32-12  per  1,000  per  annum. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


The  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  was  3-2  per  1,000 
of  population. 


1 17  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  under  the  Compulsory  Notifica- 
tion Act,  which  was  adopted  in  1892. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

72  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  20  of  whom  were  under  five  years,  and 
52  over  five.  36  of  these  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  36  were  isolated  and 
treated  at  their  own  homes.  This  disease  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  and 

was  also  prevalent  in  Manchester  and  the  surrounding  townships.  Two  deaths 
occurred  amongst  those  treated  in  Hospital,  and  three  deaths  amongst  those  at  home. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  27  cases  of  this  disease.  Seven  under  five  years,  and  20  over. 

One  case  of  these  was  removed  to  Hospital,  the  others  were  treated  at  their  homes. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  this  complaint,  three  under  five,  and  one  over. 

Smallpox. 

Five  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred,  all  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and 

all  recovered. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Five  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  of  which  two  died. 

Erysipelas. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  all  of  which  recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

One  case  was  reported,  and  died. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Measles. 

Three  cases  were  reported,  two  under  five  years,  and  one  over.  All  died. 

There  was  an  Epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  Summer,  causing  18  deaths, 

and  three  Schools  were  closed  in  consequence.  As  there  is  no  compulsory  notifica- 
tion of  this  disease,  the  exact  number  of  cases  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Influenza. 

Cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred  all  through  the  year,  causing  14  deaths, 

chiefly  by  its  complications. 

Phthisis. 

23  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  giving  a Phthisis  death  rate  2‘o 

per  1,000  per  annum. 

Diarrhoea. 

Seven  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  all  under  five  years. 

House 

Accommodation. 

The  houses  consist  chiefly  of  four  and  six-roomed  cottages.  The  majority  of 

which  are  of  modern  construction,  and  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

There  are  a good  number  of  old  cottages,  which  in  former  days  were  used  as 
dwelling-houses,  having  a loom-house  attached,  where  the  silk  was  woven 
on  hand  looms.  Some  of  these  cottages  are  beginning  to  show  signs  of 

dilapidation,  and  one  notice  was  served  during  the  year  respecting  four  cottages, 

from  1 15  to  1 2 1,  Ashton  Road  West.  These  cottages  are  being  gradually  removed, 
and  others  of  modern  construction  are  taking  their  place. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  this  district  is  from  the  Oldham  Corporation,  and 

throughout  the  year,  has  been  of  a very  satisfactory  nature. 

Scavenging. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
is  much  better  than  in  former  years.  A number  of  the  streets  are  in  a transitory 
state,  powers  having  been  obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  for  paving 

and  sewering.  Part  of  this  work  is  already  completed,  and  the  rest  is  being 

pushed  forward. 

Refuse. 

The  Refuse  is  disposed  in  tips,  supplied  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  and 

partly  by  treaty  with  the  farmers,  as  manure  to  the  land. 

Sewage 

Treatment. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  have  adopted  the  International  System,  and  the 

works  are  almost  completed. 

Canal  Boats. 

There  are  no  Canal  Boats  located  in  the  district.  They  merely  pass  through 

to  Rochdale  and  other  townships. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  four  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  in  fair  condition.  One  has  been 

reconstructed,  giving  more  air  space,  and  better  light. 

Slaughter- 

houses. 

There  are  seven  slaughter-houses,  and  14  butchers’  shops.  The  slaughter- 
houses require  registration. 

Lodging-houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  district. 

Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and 
Milk  Shops. 

These  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  are  having 

careful  inspection. 

Factories  and 
Workshops. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 

condition.  Cellar-workshops  do  not  exist  here. 

Sale  of  Food  and  T]ie  Milk  Supply  in  this  district  is  good.  Three  samples  were  purchased 


Drugs’  Act. 

and  analysed,  and  found  to  be  very  good  specimens. 

Food  unfit  for 
Human 
Consumption. 

River  Pollution. 

The  Meat  Supply  is  very  good.  There  was  none  seized  during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Works  are  approaching  completion.  When  finished,  this 

nuisance  will  be  completely  abated. 

Monthly. 

In  monthly  reports  during  the  year,  I have  pointed  out  the  different  things 

which  have  come  under  notice.  I am  pleased  that  the  District  Council  have 
adopted  the  suggestion  I made  in  last  year’s  Report,  and  have  appointed  a man 
specially  for  Sanitary  Work.  I consider  that  the  energetic  action  of  this  new 
Officer  of  the  Council  has  caused  to  be  abolished  many  nuisances  of  a dangerous 

character. 

GEO.  W.  BEATTIE,  M.D. 

6th  February , 1896. 

